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eight infantry battalions, mostly Reserve Alpine
Chasseurs. It was understood that further French
forces were to be detrained near Amiens and south of it.

On the morning of the 29th Army Headquarters
moved to Peronne, which had been taken by the IV.
Corps.

During the afternoon of the 28th a wireless message
was received at Army Headquarters at Villers Faucon
from His Majesty the Commander-in-Chief which ran
as follows: " The First Army is to-day approaching the
heart of France in its victorious inarch, after winning
rapid and decisive victories against the Belgians, the
British, and the French. I congratulate the Army on
its brilliant successes, and wish to express my imperial
gratitude/' "

At this period the Headquarters of the First Army
summed up the situation as follows: "The left wing
of the main French forces is retreating in a southerly
and south-westerly direction in front of the victorious
Second and Third Armies. It appears to be of decisive
importance to find the flank of this force, whether
retreating or in position, force it away from Paris,
and outflank it. Compared with this new objective, the
attempt to force the British Army away from the coast-
is of minor importance/'*

At midday on the 28th, on the basis of this apprecia-
tion, it was proposed to the Commander of the Second
Army that a wheel inwards should be made by the two
Armies towards the Oise, the First Army moving on
Compi&gne-Noyon, and the Second Army with its
right flank on Quierzy and Chauny. During that
evening, however, a communication arrived from the
Supreme Command entitled " General Directions for the

* Still the idea that the B.E.F. was based on Calais and ports
near It.